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Thermal Comfort Preference of the Blind:

Case Study Khon Kaen Vocation School for the Blind
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ABSTRACT

The study of thermal comfort preference of the blind by using interview form and weather
measuring instruments to collect field survey data with sample group in Khon Kaen vocation school
for the blind, during ages of 15 to 60 years old by randomly collecting 152 interview forms, in order
to study satisfaction with the weather and how to adjust to comfort. Which limitations of sensibility
may affect the feeling and acceptance in thermal environment. The results were analyzed for
statistical data to find comfortable zone by dividing into 2 periods of time and found that in winter
the blind need comfortable temperature at 28.2 °C and 68.5 to 84.3 percent of relative humidity,
which different from the average person and international thermal comfort standards. In summer

and rainy season the blind need comfortable temperature at 24.6 °C and 63.1 to 74.1 percent of
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relative humidity, similar to others but they preferred more humid air than normal, cause to an
adjustment for comfort. Mostly choose to adjust clothes; the second are bathe, wipe and move
more than opening doors and windows. That’s because for the blind, self-adjustment is easier than
adjusting the environment.
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